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Pastoral Notes 
 

Stephen Smith-Cobbs 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

ñé Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.ò ï Psalm 23 

What you are holding in your hands right now is a ñhistoryò of the life and ministry of Trinity Presbyterian 

Church in Herndon, Virginia.  There is much to be told and shared in the life of any church, and Trinity is 

no exception.  I want to express my appreciation to everyone who contributed to this volume of history, 

with a special word of thanks to the members of the 50
th
 anniversary planning committee.  What is 

contained between the covers of this history is a treasure trove of memories that I know will be cherished 

by everyone who has been a member or a friend of Trinity Presbyterian Church. 

Yet there is much more to the history of this church ï and any church, for that matter ï than can be 

printed on paper.  One great blessing for those of us who will be around to celebrate Trinityôs 50
th
 

anniversary is that we will be able to experience some of that history that is beyond what paper and print 

can communicate.  We will experience that living history when former members and ministers return and 

by their very presence move memories of the past straight into the present.  We will experience that living 

history as we enjoy the special music that has been commissioned for the anniversary concert on 

November 21 and the melody that music makes in our hearts.  We will experience that living history on 

Sunday, November 22, as we give thanks to God and celebrate 50 years of ministry with our special 50
th
 

Anniversary Celebration worship service and honor our charter members.  And I am sure we will 

experience that living history and receive a challenge for our future from our guest preacher on November 

22, the Rev. Susan Andrews, former moderator of both the General Assembly and National Capital 

Presbytery ï as well as the daughter of a former interim minister at Trinity, the late Rev. Mark Andrews. 

I want to encourage you to read through this history from cover to cover and soak in the stories and the 

names that you will find, realizing that the Spirit of the living God was at work in every one of them.  

Furthermore, I encourage you also to listen as we move through this year of celebration to what you will 

hear from our returning members and ministers, knowing that each one of these people is someone who 

has helped to further Trinityôs faithful witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Most of all, I want you to allow 

yourself and your faith to be renewed by the blessing of this anniversary celebration.  Truly, the Lord has 

blessed this congregation with blessing upon blessing upon blessing so that, as the Psalmist said, our 

ñcup runneth over.ò  The truth is that this special celebration is not just for us ï it is for the glory of God 

who has blessed us all that we might be a blessing for others.  

To God be the glory! 

Peace, The Rev. Stephen Smith-Cobbs 

Pastor 
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Rebecca (Becca) Messman 

"Re-filling the coffee potsé" 

I joined the Trinity Presbyterian community in August of 2006, just 2 and a half years shy of its 50
th
 

Anniversary.  In that brief time, I have experienced the family feel, the welcoming hug, the belly-laughs, 

the tender observing, the honest reverence, the loving concern, and the hope for the future that is Trinity.  

This is family with history and a family with dreams. 

History moments happen when someone confides in me their story, the reasons for their smiles, the hard-

earned lines of their faces, and their scars.  I hear about the founding of the Closet, the Free Clinic, and 

Embry-Rucker Shelter that have deep ties to servant-hearted people from Trinityôs life story.  I hear about 

the town of Herndon, itôs growth and change, those who have come in, and those who have left.  I hear 

about the way things used to be, both in the town and at Trinity, and some are stories of deep longing and 

some stories of impressive healing. 

Dream moments happen with great frequency.  A youth will confess to me with conviction that they hope 

to be an immunologist and find a cure for cancer and other terrible diseases.  ChristCare Small Group 

leaders step out on faith that our congregation can receive this new thing they feel called to introduce.  

DISCIPLE classes become resident theologians.  Presbyterian Women retreat in happy droves and take 

walks in silence, returning with precious insights of what God whispered to them on their stroll.  Lunch for 

the Soul grows from a thought, to an hour long lunch with about eight people, a few drivers and two 

cooks, into a weekly bilingual worship service with over 120 people every week.  The Free Clinic comes 

to give the day laborers blood pressure screenings.  Musicians come from Floris, ministers come from the 

Oakbrook Church in Reston, volunteers show up to prepare the food or drive the vans, United Christian 

Parish, Centerville Presbyterian, Covenant Presbyterian, Knox Presbyterian and many other churches 

come to say, ñHow can we join in?ò  Though we continue to look back to what we used to be, we continue 

with courage to ask where is God calling us now?  Our history fuels our bold dreams. 

Every week, people gather around the coffee pots in between the worship services, watching the brew 

flow slowly (too slowly!) into the shiny container, meanwhile they share their thoughts with each other.  I 

love these moments together.  These in-between moments are where we stop to get that cup of coffee 

that keeps us alert for the learning and serving that is to come, and we enjoy God in each other.   

I see us this 50
th
 anniversary year collectively re-filling the pot.  Spending some time together celebrating 

what God has been doing in us and through us and keeping alert for where God is sending us.  These will 

likely be times that require extra effort and thoughtfulness, double servings of grace and extra creativity 

and imagination.  So, though weôd like to rest easy after all weôve achieved thus far, we have a God who 

is giving us extra energy for the road ahead.  Though we might prefer decaf, something that wonôt keep 

us up at night, we know that our future together will be one of caring more not less, serving and giving 

more, not less, and enjoying God forever even more, not less.  With grace abounding, ñour cup runneth 

overé.ò 

Grateful to continue the journey with you, 

Becca Messman 

Associate Pastor 
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Charter Members - Trinity Presbyterian Church 
April 12, 1959 

 

Allen, William Luther 

Allen, Dolores V. (Mrs. William Luther) 

Anderson, Curtis E. 

Anderson, Margaret W. (Mrs. Curtis E.) 

Anderson, Carl (Son) 

Anderson, Reed (Son) 

Atkins, James Colin 

Atkins, Marjorie (Mrs. James Colin) 

Atkins, Carol Elizabeth (Daughter) 

Bear, Henry H., Jr. 

Bear, Julia L. (Mrs. Henry H.) 

Beard, Miss Grace 

Beard, Herbert Hudson 

Beard, Robert 

Beard, Joseph Edgar 

Bicksler, Eugene P. 

Bicksler, Ida (Mrs. Eugene P.) 

Blanchard, W.S. 

Bready, Edna M. (Mrs. George) 

Bready, G. Ramsey, Jr. (Son) 

Bready, Jeanette M. (Ramsey's daughter) 

Bridges, Charles A. 

Bridges, Sylvia W. (Mrs. Charles A.) 

Brown, Lee C, 

Brown, Mary Winifred (Mrs. Lee C.) 

Brown, Winifred Lee 

Browning, Virginia Kirkwood 

Bruin, Mackall R., Jr. 

Bruin, Sadie (Mrs. Mackall R., Jr.) 

Buell, Thomas R. 

Burger, Leonard L. 

Burger, Marie A. (Mrs. Leonard L.) 

Burton, Sarah Jane (Mrs. Willis H., Jr.) 

Carrel, Nannie (Mrs. W.B.) 

Clawson, Mrs. Jean K. 

Cones, Miss Carolyn Eloise 

Coogan, Arthur T. 

Coogan, Betty (Mrs. Arthur T.) 

Costa, Carl Olivieri (Son of Louise) 

Costa, David Gregory (Son of Louise) 

Crippen, Annie M. (Mrs. Roscoe S.) 

Crosby, Louise (Mrs. George) 

Crouch, Mary Jane (Mrs. Edward J. ) 

Cunningham, Thelma Thompson (Mrs. Herbert) 

Curtiss, Melvin W. 

Curtiss, Myrtle (Mrs. Melvin W.) 

Curtiss, Ralph E. (Son of Melvin W.) 

Curtiss, Dorothy (Mrs. Ralph E.) 

Curtiss, Georgene (Ralph's daughter) 

Curtiss, Ralph, E., Jr. (Ralph's son) 

Dean, Alan L. 

Doores, Maude (Mrs. Enoch) 

Downs, LeRoy 

Downs, Robert Lincoln 

Dudding, Belle (Mrs. C.M.) 

Dudley, Anne Burton (Mrs. Hudson Lane) 

Dudley, Terrence Lynn (Daughter) 

Duzan, Phyllis (Mrs. Hugo C.) 

Duzan, Dan Robson (Son) 

Duzan, Judith Lynn (Daughter) 
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Duzan, Phyllis Jane (Daughter) 

Eagleson, Paul Miller 

Eagleson, Betty (Mrs. Paul Miller) 

Enderle, Frances Sue Robinson (Mrs. William) 

Evans, Mrs. Ada L. 

Evans, David Wine (Son) 

Evans, Josephine (Daughter) 

Evans, Douglas V. 

Evans, Mildred (Mrs. Douglas V.) 

Evans, Gloria (Mrs. Billy Jo) 

Ferguson, Miss Bertha 

Ferguson, Miss Lulah 

Follin, Bina Ruth (Mrs. J. Walton) 

Fox, Annie Simpkins (Mrs. Tyson H.) 

Fox, Grady Nelson 

Fox, William Carrell 

Fox, Mrs. Ruth 

Franklin, Albert B. 

Franklin, Nancy B. (Mrs. Albert B.) 

Franklin, Anna C. (Daughter) 

Franklin, Woodman Bradbury (Son) 

Fulcher, Joseph M. 

Fulcher, Christina R. (Mrs. Joseph M.) 

Gilman, Charles S. 

Gilman, Evelyn C. (Mrs. Charles S.) 

Goheen, Merle (Mrs. William H.) 

Goheen, David Evan (Son) 

Good, Lawrence Sydney 

Good, Aretta (Mrs. Lawrence Sydney) 

Gray, Dr. Mary Case 

Griffin, Miss Louise 

Groseclose, Carrie H. (Mrs. Walter) 

Groves, Bedford F. 

Groves, Catherine (Mrs. Bedford F.) 

Hagins, Mrs. Joseph S., Sr. 

Haines, Maurice P. 

Haines, Virginia P. (Mrs. Maurice P.) 

Hale, Richard Wayne 

Hale, Hilda Jane (Mrs. Richard Wayne) 

Hanes, Betty (Mrs. H. Earlton) 

Hanzal, Dorothy (Mrs. Ray F.) 

Harrison, Elizabeth Robinson (Mrs. Ralph) 

Harrison, Irene S. (Mrs. Kenneth L.) 

Heglar, E.J. 

Heglar, Mrs. E.J. 

Heglar, Carl Alexander 

Hensley, Mrs. John 

Hepner, Col. John F. 

Hepner, Tillie (Mrs. John F.) 

Hermann, Harold Carl 

Hermann, Mary Ann (Mrs. Harold Carl) 

Higdon, Mary (Mrs. George) 

Hornbaker, John B. 

Hornbaker, Mrs. John B. 

Hoy, Barbara Thompson (Mrs. Edward) 

Hutchison, Dallas Porter 

Hutchison, Ethel N. (Mrs. Dallas Porter) 

Hutchison, Lewis Nickell 

Hutchison, Silas F. 

Hutchison, Lois (Mrs. Silas F.) 

Jeffries, Thomas H. 

Jeffries, Renee (Mrs. Thomas H.) 

Jeffries, Renee Elizabeth (Daughter) 

Jeffries, Thomas Michael (Son) 

Jemison, Miss Jeanne 

Jenkins, Helen (Mrs. Clarence W.) 

Jenkins, Allen Wynn (Son) 

Jenkins, Carol Eileen (Daughter) 

Jones, Vernon Leon 

Jones, Patricia (Mrs. Vernon Leon) 

Judd, Mary Ellen (Mrs. Randolph E.) 

Keyes, John F. 

Keyes, Inez H. (Mrs. John F.) 

Kincheloe, Kate (Gordon W.) 
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Kirk, Katherine (Mrs. A.H.) 

Kirkwood, Sarah Agnes (Mrs. Otho K.) 

Kirkwood, Frances M. (Daughter) 

Kirkwood, James David (Son) 

Kirkwood, Margaret J. (Mrs. James David) 

Kirkwood, Robert H. (Son of Mrs. Otho K.) 

Lawrence, Charles 

Lillard, Margaret (Mrs. Franklin) 

McLachlan, Melvin 

Maddox, Alice Jean Downs (Mrs. Donald) 

Mahoney, Virginia (Mrs. Richard D., Jr.) 

Marshall, Thomas E. 

Marshall, Carroll (Mrs. Thomas E.) 

Martyn, Mrs. Rosa Nell 

Meyer, Karl Barrie 

Middleton, Ben Patton 

Miller, Russell P. 

Miller, Kathryn (Mrs. Russell P.) 

Miller, William Eads (Son) 

Moffett, Virginia Lee 

Moore, Jo Ann (Mrs. Hugh) 

Mott, Thomas Van 

Mott, Dolly Louise (Mrs. Thomas Van) 

McClanahan, Levi Bernard 

McClanahan, Virgie G. (Mrs. Levi B.) 

McClanahan, Roy Preston (Son) 

McClanahan, Stuart Lee (Son) 

McFarland, James H. 

McLearen, Sarah J. (Mrs. G.A.) 

McMillen, Esther (Mrs. Zenus F.) 

McNair, Wilson D. 

McNair, Virginia Nickell (Mrs. Wilson D.) 

McNair, Robert W. (Son of Wilson) 

McNair, Betty Lipps (Mrs. Robert W.) 

McWilliams, O.G. 

McWilliams, Beulah M. (Mrs. O.G.) 

Naff, Guy P. 

Naff, Alice Bready (Mrs. Guy P.) 

Nagy, Ferenc 

Nagy, Julia (Mrs. Ferenc) 

Nagy, Lacika Joseph 

Nichols, Cecil F. 

Nichols, Jean W. (Mrs. Cecil F.) 

Nickell, Robert Bertram 

Nickell, Lehman P. 

Niswander, Jack Henry 

Niswander, Beverly L. (Mrs. Jack Henry) 

Oberlin, Ruby M. (Mrs. Paca) 

Page, Dudley 

Page, Jean (Mrs. Dudley) 

Patton, Glenna Pharr (Mrs. Clyde) 

Pearson, Joan Marie Simpkins (Mrs. Frank) 

Peck, Howard O. 

Peck, Hazel Clayton (Mrs. Howard O.) 

Peck, Richard C. (Son) 

Poland, Shirley T. 

Poland, Elizabeth Ann (Mrs. Shirley T.) 

Presgrave, Faye Lynch (Mrs. Stanley M.) 

Price, Jean Bready (Mrs. Aubrey C.) 

Raines, Raye E. 

Raines, Mrs. Ray E. 

Reeves, Walter Clifford 

Reeves, Lucille (Mrs. Walter Clifford) 

Rice, J. H. 

Rice, Virigina (Mrs. J.H.) 

Riddel, James L. 

Riddel, Sarah (Mrs. James L.) 

Riddel, James (Son) 

Riddel, William Johnston (Son) 

Robb, Clarke T. 

Robinson, Frederick W. 

Robinson, Kathryn (Mrs. F.W.) 

Rolley, Raymond C. 

Rolley, Mary Lou (Mrs. Raymond C.) 
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Shaffer, Morris 

Shaffer, Dorothy (Mrs. Morris) 

Shemeld, John Robert 

Shemeld, Katherine (Mrs. John Robert) 

Showalter, Miss Mary Lou 

Simpkins, Maggie Bartlett (Mrs. Oscar) 

Simpson, Mrs. Leo (Frances) Hutchison 

Smith, Gertrude (Mrs. Harry E.) 

Smith, Mary Russell Bywater (Mrs. J. Bryant) 

Smith, H. Douglas (Son of Bryant) 

Smith, Thelma S. (Mrs. H. Douglas ) 

Smith, Bryant Franklin (Son of H. Douglas) 

Smith, Harold (Son of H. Douglas) 

Smith, Mary Frances 

Smith, Marion Lee 

Spickard, Mr. Billy 

Spickard, Peggy (Mrs. Billy) 

Spickard, Dorothy Ann (Daughter) 

Squires, Kenneth Grant 

Stallings, Carlyle P. 

Stallings, Frances (Mrs. Carlyle P.) 

Stanard, Elizabeth H. (Mrs. E. A.) 

Stirewalt, Edward N. 

Stirewalt, Marcia (Mrs. Edward N.) 

Summer, Noel Bertie 

Summer, Mary Ellen (Mrs. Noel Bertie) 

Sweigert, Afton Armour (Mrs.) 

Tavenner, Daisy D. (Mrs. Thomas F.) 

Thompson, Albert W. 

Thompson, Florence Peck (Mrs. Albert W.) 

Towne, Martha Louise Fox (Mrs. Eddie H.) 

Turner, Constance Riddel (Mrs. Mark Jr.) 

Tuttle, George 

Tuttle, Sara (Mrs. George) 

Van Meter, Miss Carrie 

Vaughn, Edward 

Vaughn, Linda 

Wamsley, Turner A. 

Wamsley, Lucy (Miss) Sister 

Watson, David Lee 

Watson, Marie H. (Mrs. David Lee) 

White, Ann (Mrs. James P.) 

White, Betty Ann (Daughter) 

Williams, Sarah Agnes (Mrs. Robert H.) 

Wrenn, Winnie (Mrs. R.N.) 

Yount, Maurice A. 

Yount, Elma (Mrs. Maurice A.) 

Yount, Alice Maude (Miss) 

Yount, Claude A. 

 



11 
 

A collection of the history of Trinity Presbyterian Church Herndon, Virginia 

Trinity Pastors/Associate Pastors 

Pastors/Associate Pastors Ordained Installed Released Position 

James Francis Lundquist 4/22/1945 9/20/1959 8/15/1964 Pastor 

Dr. Donald Keith Langfitt 7/28/1957 12/6/1964 10/1971 Pastor 

Samuel McCoy  1/2/1972 5/1972 Interim Pastor 

Dr. Charles M. Carlsson, Jr. 10/2/1966 7/16/1972 6/30/1981 Pastor 

David Voss  1981 1983 Interim Pastor 

Dennis Watkins Jones 5/17/1970 5/1/1983 12/8/1994 Pastor 

Thomas Patterson Reid 7/20/1986 7/20/1986 5/26/1991 Associate Pastor 

Carolyn M. (Lynn) Johnson  8/4/1991 7/12/1992 Interim Pastor 

Joseph Jourdan Blankinship 10/10/1992 10/10/1992 3/15/1999 Associate Pastor 

Mark L. Andrews  7/1/1994 2/1995 
Temporary Supply 

Pastor 

Mary Boyd Click 7/15/1979 4/3/1995 4/6/1997 Interim Pastor 

Stephen Hall Smith-Cobbs 7/27/1986 6/1/1997 Present Pastor 

George Feldner Forner 6/1957 1/2000 Present Parish Associate 

Margaret (Meg) Ames Mann 2/23/2003 5/21/2000 8/12/2002 
Pastoral Interim/ 

CE Coordinator 

Teresa Markowich Suder 11/5/2000 6/28/2000 12/31/2000 
Pastoral Assistant/ 

Interim Associate 

Jennifer Kates Witten 4/29/2001 2/26/2001 10/31/2004 Associate Pastor 

A. Rene´ Whitaker 10/17/1999 3/2005 5/2006 Interim Pastor 

Rebecca (Gillespie) 

Messman 
8/27/2006 6/11/2006 Present Associate Pastor 
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Administrative Staff 

Peg Spickard Church Secretary Volunteer 

Connie Turner Church Secretary Volunteer/1st Paid Staff 1970 - 12/31/1974 

Christy Bounous Church Secretary 1/1/1975 - 3/1975 

Jane Andre Church Secretary 3/4/1975 - Summer 1975 

Cindy Maygarden Church Secretary 1975 Summer 

Becky Chamberlain Church Secretary 1975 Fall - August 1977 

Judy Eure Church Office Administrator/Church Secretary 5/29/77 - 7/12/1996 

Judy Butts Part Time Office Secretary 10/1990 - 1994 

Michele Kovach Church Office Administrator/Church Secretary 6/24/1996 - 7/30/1999 

Harriet Pinansky Church Office Assistant/ Office Administrator 3/20/1995 - Present 

Mary Joan Loughnane Office Assistant 9/13/1999 - 4/19/2002 

Lee Conley Administrative Assistant 9/3/2002 - Present 

 

Christian Educators 

Mary B. (William) Johnston Christian Educator 1969 - 1970 

Betsy Burkhart Christian Educator 5/2/1976 - 10/1978 

Sherry Randal Platt Andrews Christian Educator 10/1978 - 8/6/1980 

Elva Biesemeier Burnett Christian Educator 21/9/1980 - 1/10/1981 

Rev. Valerie Tregger Christian Educator 12/1981 - 3/1983 

Joan Edson Christian Educator 7/1983 - Early Spring 1986 

Jennifer Aiello Christian Educator 2/11/1990 - 9/22/1991 

Kim Langlois Christian Educator/Youth Ministries 11/1/1998 - Fall 1999 

Margaret "Meg" Mann Interim Pastor/CE 5/21/2000 - 8/12/2002 

Carroll L. Bastian Director of Christian Education (Certified) 8/19/2002 - Present 
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Music Staff 

Margaret (Curtis) Anderson Organist - Choir Director Volunteer; 

member 

1950s - 1960s 

Betsy (Ralph) Harrison Carol Choir - Volunteer 1963 

Helen Noetling (Mark) Johnston Organist - Choir Director First paid music 

staff 

1964 - 1969 

Robert Walters Organist - Choir Director 1969 - 6/1971 

Sylvia Sturdivant Organist - Choir Director 4/9/1972 - 1/10/1976 

Phillip L. Tate Organist - Choir Director 10/1976 - 12/1977 

Barbara Lindsey Junior Choir resigned  5/31/1976 

Rebekah (Thomas) Hutchinson Organist - Choir Director 1/1977 - 7/1983 

Phyllis (Wilber) King Organist - Choir Director 7/10/1983 - 12/16/1996 

Lesli King Bell Choir Director 1985 - 1994 

Susan Purdue Bell Choir Director 1994 - 8/22/1998 

Susan (Kevin) Powell Children's Choir 1996 - Feb-May 

Dwayne Blair Assistant Organist Oct. 1995 - Dec. 1996 

Regina Pfohl Jubilee & 2 Youth Bell Choirs 10/28/1998 - 10/25/1999 

Mary Ann (David) Brundage Director of Music 6/30/1997 - 10/11/ 2001 

Karen Haugen (Chris Snyder) Organist/Pianist 10/5/1997 - 9/2007 

Tracey (Kirk) McDuffie Bell Choir Director 10/15/1998 (Volunteer) hired 

July 1999 - Present 

Dan Carlisle Jubilee Handbell Choir 8/15/2001 - 6/2002 

Tricia Clark (Matt) Neff Director of Music 4/15/2002 - Present 

Thomas Pandolfi Organist/Pianist 10/1/2007 - Present 
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Trinity Presbyterian Church as of February 17, 1964 
by Unknown author 

 
Trinity Presbyterian Church of Herndon symbolizes quite dramatically one of the dominant, new religious overtones of 

our times - a spirit of Christian unity.  For the present congregation is the product of two unusual mergers among 

three historic, former congregations... the Herndon Congregational Church, the First Presbyterian Church of Herndon 

and the Floris Presbyterian Church. 

The story of the convergence of these three streams of Christian endeavor is one filled with the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit, the vision of wider service by the people and the leadership of several devoted churchmen and churchwomen. 

It begins nearly 100 years ago, March 24, 1868, when 12 persons were bound together in Christian covenant as the 

Herndon Congregational Church.  By 1875 this group had grown to 40 persons and were housed in the sanctuary 

portion of the present building at Monroe and Pine Streets.  The 80 member congregation of 1887 was the church's 

numerical "high watermark".  But it continued a dynamic and deepening, witness, as evidenced by the Sunday school 

addition in 1917 and the record of its many services and activities.  The building was saved dramatically in the "great 

fire" of that year when an adjacent building was dynamited to turn back the course of the raging flames. 

Church history for this community was furthered with the emergence of the Floris Presbyterian Church, organized in 

Floris on the two days of May 16 and 17,1905, two days being needed because an unseasonable, violent rainstorm 

interrupted the proceedings of the first evening.  A coincidence of again 12 persons forming the first body of this 

congregation stirs the mind and spirit to vault across the centuries to an Upper Room and the Twelve with their Lord.  

With the building of a house of prayer and praise, this congregation, too, grew steadily and took its part in the 

community of Christian worship and service. 

The third factor of this story comes about the founding of the first Presbyterian Church of Herndon with 25 chapter 

members on May 30, 1924 - the first meeting occurring in a Methodist sanctuary, at the gracious invitation of the 

then, M.E. Methodist Church South.  Later, with the creation of its building on the corner of Jefferson and Quincy 

Streets, this congregation also grows in the ongoing work of Christian faith and life in the community. 

The first merger affecting these three congregations - perhaps the more unusual because of the two separate 

denominations - took place on July 10, 1949.  On that Sunday, the Herndon Congregational Church joined forever its 

life with that of the First Presbyterian Church, the resulting congregation numbering 108 persons.  The sanctuary and 

Sunday school building on Monroe and Pine Streets was continued as the new congregation's meeting house and 

the former Presbyterian building was remodeled later as the residence of the pastor, the Manse. 

The second merger took place just 10 years later on Sunday, April 12, 1959, when the Floris Presbyterian and the 

First Presbyterian congregations joined hearts and hands to effect a broader, more inclusive and ever deepening 

service for Jesus Christ in the beloved, older community now to feel the responsibilities and the privileges of the 

impact of the forthcoming Dulles International Airport nearby. 

The new name, Trinity Presbyterian Church, was adopted unanimously by the new congregation primarily to witness 

to the ancient historic faith of Christendom.  But in the hearts and minds of all there was undoubtedly the deep human 

feelings and thoughts showing through as the sacred memories of former years were blended together - a most 

human, yet most inspiring, symbolization of the three-in-one! 

Since the 1959 merger, resulting in a congregation of 217 persons, the church has expanded and grown 

considerably.  Seven acres of land at Park Avenue and Dranesville Road were secured and paid for in 1961 and 

1962 as the new church site.  In 1963 the new Manse was completed.  The congregation now numbers 344 

communicant members with 260 enrolled in the Sunday church school.  On December 15, 1963, the church instituted 

two morning worship services:  the first at 8:45 a.m., the second at 11:00 a.m., with the church school at 9:45 a.m. 
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The History of Trinity Presbyterian Church 
by Unknown author 

 
The history of our church begins over 100 years ago, March 24, 1868, when 12 persons organized the 

Herndon Congregational Church. 

By 1875 this group had grown to 40 persons and had built a church at the comer of Monroe and Pine 

Streets.  In 1917 they added on to the building to provide Sunday School classrooms. You will find 

apartment buildings there now. 

The second part of our history happened in May of 1905, when Floris Presbyterian Church was organized 

by another 12 persons. 

The third part of this story happened when 25 people organized First Presbyterian Church of Herndon on 

May 30, 1924.  They first met in the Methodist Church.  Later they built on the corner of Jefferson and 

Quincy Streets. 

On July 10, 1949 Herndon Congregational Church and First Presbyterian Church voted to become one 

congregation.  These 108 people continued to use the Congregational Church at the corner of Monroe 

and Pine Streets.  The Presbyterian building was re-modeled as the residence of the pastor.  It was called 

the "Manse". 

The second merger took place just 10 years later on Sunday, April 12, 1959 when the Floris Presbyterian 

and The First Presbyterian congregations joined.  This congregation 217 persons chose a new name, 

Trinity Presbyterian Church. 

The church continued to grow and in 1961 purchased seven acres of land at the corner of Park Avenue 

and Dranesville Road.  By 1963 they had paid for the land and built a new residence for the minister on it.  

The previous "Manse" was then used for extra  Sunday School classrooms. 

By then there were 344 church members and 260 enrolled in Sunday School classes.  On December 15, 

1963, the church began two morning worship services.  The first at 8:45a.m. and the second at 11:00 

a.m.  Sunday School was held at 9:45 a.m. 

By 1968 the congregation had built a church building on their new property.  They held their first service 

there on February 10, 1968.  This was held in what we now call "Fellowship Hall". 

The building that houses our present sanctuary on the top floor and more Sunday school classrooms on 

the lower floor was completed in 1991 and the first services were held on December 5, 1991. 
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An Informal History Of Our Church 

by Unknown Author written for the 1978-79 directory 

"One generation shall praise Thy works to another" 

Psalm 145:4 

 
In the beginning, we were the First Presbyterian Church of Herndon.  That was in 1924 when Potomac 

Presbytery granted permission to 22 charter members for the formation of a church.  The following year, 

the Reverend G.W.Shipley was called as the first minister of the new congregation. 

In the early thirties, our church was part of a cooperative ministry, being grouped with the church in 

Waterford, and served by the Reverend John Bowman.  Later, in 1938, our congregation was connected 

with the church in Floris (a community six miles from Herndon) and the Reverend Hoover Bear was 

called.  He resigned in 1943 to enter the Army Chaplaincy and returned to the two churches in 1946.   

Our first union took place in 1949, and it was with the Congregational Church of Herndon, a small group 

of Christians who were meeting just down the street from the Presbyterians, equally small and struggling.  

The 47 Congregationalists merged with the Presbyterians who were of about the same number, and both 

moved into the Congregational Church building, turning the Presbyterian Church into a manse for the 

minister.  Later, this building was to be remodeled and used as church school space. 

Our next union occurred 10 years later.  The Floris Presbyterian Church, having been established in 

1905, united with the church in Herndon in April 1959.  A new name was proposed, and chosen, Trinity 

Presbyterian Church, born of merger between 3 faithful and witnessing congregations who became one in 

soul, mind, and body.  The Reverend James Lundquist was called to serve as minister. 

The church entered into a new phase of life in 1964.  An architect was consulted, plans were drawn up 

and approved, and Trinity was prepared to build.  (These activities had begun a few years before when 

the congregation purchased over six and a half acres, and used the corner lot to build a new manse.) 

By the time the church was ready to start construction, however, the congregation had called a new 

minister, the Reverend Donn K. Langfitt.  The ground breaking for the quarter of a million dollar structure 

was in early spring, 1969, and the first service of worship was held during the month of February the 

following year.  Soon after, the moderator of General Assembly participated in the dedication of the new 

building, which consists of a Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall, a large kitchen, offices for the Pastor and church 

secretary, a Memorial Parlor, a library (which also serves as the Educators office), a Nursery, and eleven 

Sunday school rooms. 

As Trinity moves through the 70's, she does so with a history of growth and a record of meeting new 

challenges faithfully in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is an encouraging sign, for the future 

promises to be an exciting one with a host of fresh problems and opportunities.  Trinity, a congregation of 

405 members and a member church in the National Capital Union Presbytery, has been given an urgent 

call to witness and service in an area marked by both high mobility and population growth. 

Under the leadership of her present minister, The Reverend Dr. Charles M. Carlsson, Jr., was called on 

July 1, 1972, Trinity has developed long term goals, priorities, and objectives for the congregation;  and 

strengthened her program in general. 

In January, 1974 the people adopted a unicameral (i.e. one board) system of government.  Twenty-four 

ruling elders (of both sexes and all ages) currently serve on the Session and seek to lead the 

congregation in mission to its surrounding communities and wider world. 
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Trinity took two very significant steps to improve her overall program in the spring and winter of 1976 in 

deciding to hire a coordinator of Christian Education (Betsy Burkart) and in filling the position of Director 

of Music (Rebekah Hutchinson).  Both of these new staff members have added considerably in extending 

the ministry of the congregation (both in terms of quantity and quality). 

During the calendar year 1977 two additional staff committees were formally created by the Session, 

namely, a Personnel Committee to assist the pastor as head of staff and to more effectively care for all 

church personnel; and a Growth Study Committee to regularly evaluate Trinity's programs and progress, 

and to plan for future needs. 

On February 19, 1978 Trinity celebrated her 10th anniversary in the present building.  Special features of 

the day were the introduction of three hundred lovely new sanctuary chairs (to go with the new organ 

purchased just two years before), and an inspiring historical address by ruling elder Ralph Curtiss. 

When another informal history is attempted in the future, it will be interesting to read just how Trinity met 

the late 70's, and how she sharpened her identity.  Those of us who are privileged to share in the last part 

of this decade with her will be the architects of her future.  Remember, history is only the prologue to that 

which will be! 

"And he who sat upon the throne said, Behold, I will make all things new".  Rev 21:5. 
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Historical Sketch of Trinity 
by Ralph Curtiss 1978 and given on February 19, 1978 at Trinity Presbyterian Church on the celebration 

of its 10th anniversary in the new building 

 

This month (February, 1978) Trinity will have been in this building for ten years.  As a part of our observance of 

this anniversary I was asked to give an historical sketch of our Church as it exists today.  My instructions were, 

to keep it short, keep it simple, and to try to say something meaningful.  With a history of 110 years some 

picking and choosing has to be done. 

An anniversary is a proper time for an evaluation of what we are doing with the facilities we have. To do this I 

would remind us all that churches in our day and time are not just monuments of brick and mortar to the 

Almighty to be used a couple of hours each week.  Rather, they are the tools for a witness to the Living God by 

the outreach which He has directed.  Last Sunday I knew that I was going to be standing up here, and I kept 

wondering what sort of theme could be developed for this presentation.  I found it in the bulletin for last 

Sunday's service when we read together a Contemporary Creed and said these words, "We believe that the 

Church is a chosen people, not chosen for its own sake, but to be servants of God for the sake of the world."  

In other words, an active Christian witness carried on from the base supplied by this very versatile building.  

The usefulness of the building is demonstrated to anyone who comes into it any day in the week, any time of 

day, and is immediately made conscious of the multiplicity of activities that are in process. 

In my mind it all started on March 24, 1868, when a Congregational Minister, speaking to a particular meeting 

in Herndon, repeated these words from the 127th Psalm, "Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain 

that build it."  That meeting, 110 years ago, organized 12 practicing Christians into the Congregational Church 

of Herndon.  It is interesting to note that 3 of the 12 were transferring from Presbyterian Churches in the City of 

Washington.  In point of time this was the beginning of our Trinity as we know it today. 

In February 1905, 73 years ago, another group of 12 practicing Christians met to form the Floris Presbyterian 

Church and the second rock of our foundation was laid.  The church there was formally organized in May of 

that year.  One of the stories of that day and time that I have always appreciated tells of our Joe Beard's father 

and another member of the Floris group riding in a horse-drawn buggy through the mud of what is now 

Centreville Road to examine the church site.  There was a Miss Hanna living in that area at the time who had 

considerable land holdings, and she had offered to give the church the necessary land to build.  They selected 

what is now the corner of Centreville Road and Coppermine Road.  Incidentally, Miss Hanna was an historical 

figure in her own right having been an important and effective source of information to the Confederacy 

concerning Federal troop movements in Dranesville, Herndon and the Centreville areas. 

On May 30, 1924, 54 years ago, still another group of practicing Christians met to form the Herndon First 

Presbyterian Church.  There were 25 members to start.  Thus the third rock of our foundation was laid. 

The activities of these three churches, as reflected in minutes of their meetings and in the historical statements 

that have been prepared from time to time, have great interest for us in that they show a common effort in 

trying to increase and improve their witness for Christ.  Each of them, by creating specific organizations which 

the church, by improving the facilities they had, and finally by two mergers to strengthen their work, have given 

us the foundation upon which this building was built and upon which our outreach is based. 

The first of the two mergers took place in 1949, when the Congregational Church of Herndon merged with the 

Herndon First Presbyterian Church.  The second merger occurred in 1959 with the creation of Trinity 

Presbyterian Church of Herndon and the dissolution of the Floris Presbyterian Church and the Herndon First 

Presbyterian Church.  Thus the word Trinity in the formal name of our church today is not only a witness to our 

historic faith but is also recognition of the foundation laid by three Christian groups.  We are reminded of this 

each time we look at the front page of our weekly bulletin where there is the sketch done by our own Cathy 
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Hatchett showing the three original Church buildings in the foreground with our present building on a hill in the 

background. 

If one reads through the minutes of meetings held long ago, it becomes obvious that there have always been 

problems.  Some problems have been material and others have concerned questions of the day.  To illustrate a 

material problem, there was a resolution passed in 1877 thanking the citizens of Herndon for their promptness 

in assembling to save the church building from destruction when it was struck by lightning.  To illustrate the 

willingness to take a stand on an issue of the day by our predecessors there was a resolution passed in 1868 

that I would like to quote, it said, 

"That in all questions touching the interest of this church, female members shall have a vote." 

Thankful as we are, then, for the lives, devotion. and accomplishments of our predecessors in this place, we 

should take a long second look at the physical plant we now have as a place of worship and witness and be 

grateful that we have been blessed with these material things.  We must recognize that these material things 

can be useful in God's plan only if we use them as He would have them used, as we said last Sunday" for the 

sake of the world."  And, only if, like our predecessors, we consider these material things to be what they truly 

are, tools for discipleship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sketch by Catherine Hatchett 
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Trinity Presbyterian Church: Then and Now 
by Marcia Stirewalt September 1996 

 
The story of Trinity Presbyterian Church begins on March 24, 1868 when twelve people were organized into the 

Congregational Church of Herndon.  It's interesting that a war - the Civil War - resulted in a new church in our 

community.  A group of men, soldiers in the Union Army, liked Virginia so much they moved here with their 

families after the war.  Soon thereafter, they built their church at the corner of Monroe and Pine Streets in 

Herndon.  The building was sold in the 1960's and was destroyed by fire in 1980. 

In February, 1905, another group of twelve met to form the Floris Presbyterian Church near Herndon.  

Interestingly, the Civil War is featured in that history also.  The land on which their church was built was 

donated by Miss Hanna whose home was nearby.  She had served the Confederacy as a source of information 

concerning Federal troop movements in this area.  That church building now serves a Church of God 

congregation at the comer of Centreville and Coppermine Roads near the McNair Farms development south of 

Herndon. 

Finally, in May 1924, a group of twenty-five organized the First Presbyterian Church of Herndon.  Land was 

donated by Mr. and Mrs. William Eads Miller for a church building and manse.  These buildings, now used as 

residences, are at Jefferson and Quincy Streets. 

The first merger took place in 1949 when the Congregational Church received permission from its higher 

boards to join their forty-seven members and their property with the Presbyterian Church. The Reverend Henry 

Hoover Bear, recently returned from a Chaplaincy in World War II, was minister to the newly combined 

congregation which numbered 108.  The former Congregational building was used for worship, and the 

Presbyterian Church was converted into a manse for the Bear family.  (Their grandson, Henry H. Bear III was 

serving as an elder at Trinity in 1996.) 

Ten years later, in 1959, following Reverend Bear's move to North Carolina, the Herndon and Floris Sessions 

began exploring the possibilities of merger.  Both churches were without pastors, their communities were on 

the verge of vast changes, Reston was on the drawing board, and Dulles Airport was taking the land of some of 

the Floris members who were thus forced to seek farm land elsewhere.  

So on April 17, 1959, the new merged church was chartered.  The name Trinity was chosen not only because 

of our historic faith as Christians but also because of our local heritage of the coming together of three 

congregations.  The Reverend James F. Lundquist was called to be Trinity's first minister. 

As Trinity began to flourish, the small building at Monroe and Pine Streets was soon outgrown even though the 

former church at Quincy and Jefferson was being used as the Christian Education Annex.  Nearly seven acres 

were purchased at Dranesville Road and Park Avenue.  A manse (later sold) was constructed first, and then in 

1965, under the leadership of a new minister, the Reverend Donn K. Langfitt, planning was begun for an 

educational building and fellowship hall which would serve also as the sanctuary.  The Moderator of the 

General Assembly dedicated the new structure in February, 1968, one hundred years after the founding of the 

first of the now merged churches. 

In 1972, the Reverend Charles M. Carlsson, Jr. was called to Trinity's pastorate, and the church showed 

continuing growth under his ministry.  Ten years later, he was followed by the Reverend Dennis W. Jones.  

During Reverend Jones' ministry at Trinity, the first Associate Minister, the Reverend Thomas P. Reid, was 

called.  The present sanctuary and classrooms/meeting rooms were built and dedicated in March 1992. 

Our present Associate Minister, the Reverend Joseph J. Blankinship, was called in the summer of 1992, and 

Trinity is now anticipating the call of a new senior minister.  
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So far, this history has dealt largely with dates, facts, organizing congregations, buildings and names of many 

of the more recent ministers who led Trinity in its steady growth and service.  However, we all know that the 

strength of a church also lies with the devoted lay people who serve and support its ministry. Through them 

memories accrue that are so heartwarming that we yearn to share them.  These people have shared joys and 

grief's, they have cared for the sick, the needy, the lonely, and have gathered for fellowship, fun, and other 

shared good times.  Some of the memories which have been shared are recorded below.  Their accuracy and 

completeness are not assured since they are part of Trinity's oral as well as written history. 

Remaining in our membership are a few from the Congregational Church: Lois Hutchison, Mike and Virginia 

Haines, Helen Jenkins, and Carol "Sally" Jenkins Pfouts.  From the Floris Presbyterian Church Porter and 

Libby Hutchison, the Kirkwoods, and Jane Groove.  From Herndon First Presbyterian Church: Peg Spickard, 

Dorothy Spickard Chambers, Janet Spickard Altemus, the Bears (Ted, Judy, and Henry), and the Bennetts, the 

Stirewalts (Marcia, Jim, and Marcia Stirewalt Andrews). [some of these are now deceased: Lois Hutchison, 

Virginia Haines, Helen Jenkins, Peg Spickard; and some names are missing from the original list: James 

McFarland, now deceased, Jane Duzan Bourne, Betty Ann White, now deceased; some are listed as members 

prior to the join but aren't listed that way on the sheets provided by Betty Jacobsen: Jan Altemus].  These and 

others whose membership dated from 1959 or earlier became charter members of Trinity. 

The cross in the chapel was earlier mounted on the brick wall of the Fellowship Hall during the years that 

worship services were held there. The timbers were removed from an old barn in western Fairfax County which 

was slated for destruction by new development.  The community of Greenbriar is now in that location on Route 

50.  The cross is a dominant feature in our new building.  The pulpit in the chapel, dedicated to Isaiah Bready 

from the Congregational Church, the Bible and candlesticks in the chapel, the cross on the memorial table in 

the narthex, the pew near Fellowship Hall, the display case in the parlor are all relics from previous buildings.  

The cornerstone box artifacts mounted in the parlor are from the Herndon First Presbyterian Church, while the 

bell in the side yard was retrieved from the ashes of the Congregational Church in 1980.  The church library 

and office files contain interesting written accounts of church history. 

It is touching to read the words and to recall the lives of the devoted Christians whose vision and sacrifice 

brought us to this point. Here are a few of their comments: 

March 24, 1868: A minister speaking to the people in the Congregational Church said, "Except the Lord build 

the house, they labor in vain that build it" (Psalm 127).  In the same year, same church, a resolution: "That in all 

questions touching the interest of this church, female members shall have a vote." 

1959: " ... congregations joined hearts and hands to effect a broader, more inclusive, and ever-deepening 

service for Jesus Christ." 

1978: "...bricks and mortar ... are tools for a witness to a Living God ... a Christian Witness." 

1970s:  "Remember history is only a prologue to that which will be!" "And he who sat upon the throne said, 

'Behold, I make all things new" (Revelation 21:5). 
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Ferenc Nagy II  
by Edward Stirewalt 1979 

 

We met him and his lovely family twenty-five years ago when we moved to Herndon, here in the beautiful 

Virginia countryside near our Nation's capital.  I came to know him as a fellow elder in this church, as a 

participant in the life of the village, as a fellow gardener.  His gentle humor mirrored the deep warmth and 

wisdom that flows from a man of the people.  A Hungarian acquaintance once told me that Ferenc Nagy 

was loved by the people of Hungary as the great humorist and philosopher Will Rogers had been loved 

by the people of America.  People liked Ferenc Nagy because he liked people. 

His story fascinated me.  Reared in the Calvinist tradition, as was I, this man once headed the 

Presbyterian Church in Hungary.  He was at home in the United States, whose representative 

government was patterned after Presbyterian church government, a land in which the philosophy of 

government was strongly influenced by Presbyterian tenets. 

But here also was a fellow churchman who had led a proud and gifted people in time of terrible tumult, 

oppression and anguish.  History now wrote that he was finished, reduced to exile by a despot regime 

that had seized his homeland.  But I soon came to realize that for him the struggle had not ended.  It was 

not the retrieval of personal political power that drove him on.  It went much deeper.  He was engaged in 

the desperate contest with forces of oppression that would enslave and crush the human spirit. 

Across the two decades and more we all watched him wage his battle, with calm determination to win it.  

Protracted struggle is debilitating.  Weaker men would long since have forsaken it.  It takes deepest 

commitment, tremendous courage and abiding faith to persist in such a contest.  He never yielded. 

It is remarkable how the struggle for human freedom and dignity stretches across space and time.  

Ferenc Nagy lived by the same oath that Thomas Jefferson had taken: - "I have sworn upon the altar of 

God eternal hostility against every form of tyranny over the mind of man."  From the New World he 

reached back toward the Old ï to the peoples now held in political and economic bondage, and especially 

to his own Hungary whose generous and gifted people over the centuries have contributed so greatly to 

human culture and advancement. 

I know he won the struggle.  He won it in many ways.  As a resistance leader, he won it through actions 

that gradually but surely have blunted the hand of tyranny. 

He won it in his wise counsel in corridors of great power. 

He won it in the long process of educating the people and leaders of the Free World to the nature and 

techniques of modern despotism. 

He won it through quiet correspondence with old friends at home, which kept hope alive and strengthened 

their will to resist. 

He won it in lectures to youth across this land that broadened their understanding of the cataclysmic 

human events of this age.  

Toward the end, he won it in seeing that an ancient relic, the symbol of his people's identity and unity, 

was returned to them, to strengthen and sustain the collective spirit.  At the same time, he secured the 

right of any Hungarian to return to the homeland to view the Crown of St. Stephen. 
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Finally, in a very personal way, he won it again this year [1979] when he wrested from a still hostile 

regime the right to visit his land again even as a citizen in opposition.  (Last month he talked with me at 

length of his aspirations for this visit.) 

In the conduct and wisdom of his long struggle for freedom, he gave us a new vision of freedom itself.  

The measure of his triumph will always be a source of comfort and strength to his immediate family, to his 

church family, to this community and to the Nation.  Especially, his life and his abiding victory over tyranny 

will be a solace and inspiration to the people of his beloved homeland across the sea. 

You fought Freedom's fight for all of us, Ferenc Nagy.  In life you kept your Hungarian citizenship, for it 

was central to the purpose of your life.  Now America says, Welcome! Welcome, Ferenc Nagy.  Welcome 

at last to an honored resting place in the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

[Ferenc Nagy, exiled Premier of Hungary, and his family were charter members of Trinity Presbyterian 

Church.  When he died suddenly on June 12, 1979, this tribute was written and entered into the June 17, 

1979 Session minutes. ï Janice (Jan) Stangl] 

 


